Santa Ana Unified School District

RESEARCH AND EVALUATION Jerry Almendarez
Emily Wolk, Ph.D., Executive Director Superintendent of Schools

May 13, 2021

Dear Parent(s) and Guardian(s):

The US Department of Education has signaled its support of California’s state testing waiver. It is not a blanket waiver of all
assessments, but it will allow us flexibility. The district may use the most viable option for assessments in our local context,
including the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments (SBAC) for English language arts (ELA) and mathematics, or other
diagnostic or benchmark assessments that:

® Are aligned with California Common Core State Standards for ELA and mathematics.

® Are available to assess students in grades three through eight and grade eleven.

® Are uniformly administered across a grade span, school, or district.

® Per state and federal statutes, districts will still be required to publicly report, disaggregated by student group, in the
School Accountability Report Card (SARC) and the Local Educational Agency Report Card (LARC) the performance
of students by assessment and the number and percentage of students tested and not tested.

Based on a number of factors including the amount of time schools have been providing remote instruction and other
pandemic-related factors, we will move forward as follows:

e Grades 3 — 8*: Students will complete NWEA MAP Reading and mathematics tests, which are a part of the
elementary/intermediate school assessment plan. *Schools that initiated SBAC testing prior to the notification from the
US Department of Education were recommended to complete the SBAC.

e Grade 11: Students will complete the SBAC assessments in ELA and mathematics. The 11th grade SBAC ELA and
mathematics test are part of the Early Assessment Program (EAP) for the California State University (CSU) system
and participating community colleges, so it is a critical component of future class placement with the CSU and
community colleges. In addition, grade 11 students will participate in the California Science Test (CAST)
administration.

Furthermore, based on these same factors it is not viable for students in grades 5, 8, and 12, to participate in the California
Science Test (CAST), so our students in these grades will not participate in the CAST.

If you have any questions regarding your child’s participation in these assessments, please contact the Santa Ana Unified
School District, Research and Evaluation department at 714-558-5850. For actual testing dates, please contact your child’s
school. Thank you for making sure your child is ready to test.

Sincerely,
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Executive Director, Research and Evaluation

1601 East Chestnut Avenue, Santa Ana, CA 92701-6322 (714)558-5850
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Rigo Rodriguez, Ph.D., President * Carolyn Torres, Vice President
Alfonso Alvarez, Ed.D., Clerk ¢ John Palacio, Member ¢ Valerie Amezcua, Member
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RESEARCH AND EVALUATION Jerry Almendarez
Emily Wolk, Ph.D., Executive Director Superintendent of Schools

Ngay 13, Thang 5, 2021
Kinh g Phu Huynh va Giam Ho:

B6 Giao Duc Hoa Ky da cho chung toi biét vé viéc mién kiém tra bai thi cla tiéu bang California. Day khéng phai la sw mién
trir toan bo tat ca cac khao sat, nhung né sé cho phép chung téi linh hoat. Hoc khu c6 thé sir dung Iwa chon kha thi nhat dé khao
sét trong bdi canh dia phwong clia ching téi, bao gdm Khao Sat Tdng Két clia Smarter Balance (SBAC) cho mén Anh Ngiv (ELA)
va toan hoc, hodc cac bai khao sat chuan doan khac nhu:

e Phu hop v6i Tiéu chudn Chung clia Tiéu bang California vé ELA va toan hoc.

e C6 sén dé khao sat cho hoc sinh tir 1&p ba dén I&p tam va I6p mwdi mot.

e Duwoc ap dung ddng déu gitra mot 16p, trweng hodc hoc khu.

e Theo luat cta tiéu bang va lién bang, cac hoc khu van sé phai bao cdo cong khai, dwoc phan tach theo nhém hoc sinh,
trong Phiéu bao céo trach nhiém clia nha trwdng (SARC) va ban béo céo clia Co quan gido duc dia phuong (LARC) vé két qua
sinh hoat ctia hoc sinh theo khao sat va sb lwong va ty 1& hoc sinh dwoc kiém tra va khong duoc kiém tra.

~ Dua trén mot s6 yéu t6 bao gom thoi lvong trwdng hoc cung cap giang day truc tuyén tai nha va cac yéu t6 khac lién quan
dén dai dich, chuang téi sé tiép tuc nhw sau:

e L&p 3 - 8 *: Hoc sinh sé hoan thanh cac bai kiém tra Doc va Toan NWEA MAP, 1a mét phén cla ké hoach khao sat trwdng
tiéu hoc / trung hoc. * Cac trwdrng bat dau kiém tra SBAC trudc khi cé théng bao tir B6 Gido Duc Hoa Ky dwoc khuyén nghi hoan
thanh SBAC.

e Lop 11: Hoc sinh sé hoan thanh bai thi SBAC vé ELA va toan. Bai kiém tra SBAC ELA va toan hoc I&ép 11 1a mét phan cla
Chuwong trinh Khdo Sat Sém (EAP) cho hé thdng Pai hoc Tiéu Bang California (CSU) va céc trwdng cao dang cong déng tham
gia, vi vay né 1a mét phan quan trong trong viéc xép 16p trong twong lai véi CSU va cac trwdng cao dang cong déng. Ngoai ra,
hoc sinh I&p 11 sé& tham gia ky thi Kiém tra Khoa hoc California (CAST).

Hon niva, dwa trén nhivng yéu td twong tw nay, hoc sinh 16p 5, 8 va 12 khong tham gia Bai kiém tra Khoa hoc California
(CAST). Vi vay cac em hoc sinh nay khéng tham gia vao chwong trinh kiém tra nay(CAST)

Néu quy vi c6 bat ky cau héi nao lién quan dén su tham gia cda con quy vi trong cac bai khao sat nay, vui long lién lac voi bo
phan Nghién ctru va Banh gia cia Hoc khu Thong nhat Santa Ana theo s6 714-558-5850. bé biét ngay kiem tra thurc tai, vui long
lién lac v&i trdng hoc clia con quy vi. Xin cdm on quy vi da ho trg cho cac chau san sang dé kiem tra.

Tran trong,
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Giam dbc Diéu hanh, Nghién ciru va Danh gia
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